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Recommended Citation
H.R. Rep. No. 1932, 54th Cong., 1st Sess. (1896)
64TH OONGREss; } HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. { REPORT 
1st Session. No. 1932. 
INDIANS OF SHOSHONE OR WIND RIVER RESERVATION. 
MAY 21, 1896.-Coinmitted to the Committee of the Whole House on the state of the 
Union and ordered to be printed. 
Mr. FIS0HER, from the Committee on Indian Affairs, submitted the 
following 
REPORT: 
[To accompany H. R. 9118.J 
The Committee on Indian Affairs, to whom was referred House bill 
8893, report as a substiture therefor House bill 9118, with the recom-
mendation that said substitute bill do pass. 
This bill ratifies an agreement with the Indians of the Shoshone 
or Wind River Reservation in Wyoming, entered into by James 
McLaughlin, United States Indian inspector, on behalf of the United 
States, on the 22d day of April, 1896, for the transfer and sale to the 
United States of a tract of land situated in the northeast corner of the 
said Shoshone Reservation in Wyoming, approximating 55,000 acres, 
together with a number of medicinal hot springs located upon said 
tract. The tract of land purchased is beautifully situated on both 
sides of the Big Horn River, which at this point ii, a stream about 300 
feet in width, with a depth of water in ordinary seasons of from 3 to 5 
feet. To the west is the Owl Creek range of mountains; while still 
farther distant, along the horizon, trends the main range of the Rocky 
Mountains. To the east of the tract the snow-clad summits of the 
Big Horn Range are in plain view. 
Above and below the reservation on the Big Horn River are valuable 
stretches of irrigable country, capable of supporting a very large popu-
lation. The tract itself is broken and rolling, covered with the natural 
grasses of the region, with here and there clumps of dwarf cedar. 
Along the Big Horn River, which :flows through the tract from south to 
north, are bodies of level valley and bench lands, easily irrigated from 
the Big Horn River, and certain to become valuable. There is proba-
bly between 1,000 and 1,500 acres of these lowlands, easily irrigated, 
while a considerable portion of·the reservation could be irrigated by 
ditches taking water higher up the Big Horn River. 
The Big Horn Hot Spring, which rises on the tract 200 feet from the 
east bank of the Big Horn River, has long been celebrated throughout 
the entire region for its wonderful medicinal qualities, and while owing to 
its location upon an Indian reservation it bas been impossible to provide 
any accommodations whatever for visitors and health seekers, the spring 
has been visited for many years past by a large number of people seek-
ing its cu-rative waters for their ailments. These visitors have erected 
a few very small and very primitive bath houses in the vicinity of the 
Big Horn Hot Spring. vVith this exception, there are at present no 
improvements upon the tract. In spite of the fact of the lack of accom-
modations people have traveled in years past hundreds of miles to 
avail themselves of the curing waters, and the record of cures affected 
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